
BROTHER AND SISTER
PARTNERS IN THEFT,

Stars in a Galaxy of Juveniles
Whose Evil Talent Is

for Crime,

Their Propensity Is to Steal Baby
Carriages and the Cloth¬

ing of Infants,

Two Schoolboys Waylay Two Other
Youths, Knock Them Down and

Secure a Penny.

HERE'S A DIMINUTIVE HIGHWAYMAN.

Eleven-year-old Johnnie Daly, Who Has

Been Arrested Eight Times, Holds Up
Another Boy and Robs Him

of a Scarfpin.
Mary Is just thirteen, pretty, low-voiced,

jval-faced, blue-eyed and a common thlet.
Johnnie is nearly eleven, in appearance a

perfect little cherub, albeit somewhat
grimy, and most Incorrigibly given to high¬
way robbery. ..

Yesterday both were committed to ja..
after arraignment in Justice Potts 3 court
Jersey City, on a chargp of larceny. vhat

was one of the charges, but there v^ere

several others, and more are promised >j

the police. They stole much and frequent¬
ly with an audacity and aptness of accom¬

plishment that marked them precocious be¬

yond belief or experience, and their
waa absolutely unconscious.
Neither of them has any deep sense o

the unrighteousness of their acts ac< .

>nmtty of their position toward society.
'There was a baby carriage In the door¬

way and no one was looking, so I took it.

sttid Johnnie. "I knew I could get money
tor it and I wanted money."
He oc'T got 25 cents, but that was enough

to laspU1 a repetition of the deed under

like circumstances. Simple larcenies,
ftvt,r were not the only enterprlzes of the

sort' in which these children engaged.
Physical outrage and robbery on the Mgh-
way they committed with the same audacity
and disregard of consequences

t ittle Margaret Wilson, aged io

829*4 Second street, was held up and
of all her outer clothing and her hat o

March 6 last. She was the first subject
Upon whom the brother and sister began
to Dractise on the hlgh'wa}.

Later o» ¦»« .WW-
French In the street near her home and
robbed her of all vendible property about
her In these two cases the furious par¬
ents went to the police with complalnts of

the outrage, but their description of the

assailants was so vogue that It was diffi¬

cult to work on.

£ FOUR-YEAR-OLD victim.
But on Monday the four-year-old daugh¬

ter of Mrs. F. Casey, of No. 208
street, was "held up." and the wrf*> and

hat they took from her we"

* i

good description of b<
was secured.
Captain Kelly, of the .

started out to do. a little
He found little Mary Timot'k -

ents' home. No. 107 Pavonia avenue, w.here
the was "minding" the younger children.
The father and mother work in a down¬
town restaurant, and both arf away from
home all day long.
"Give me the pawntickets for th-'it wrap

and hat you took from Loretta Casey,
said the Captain.
"I never took anything," returned Mary,

with a note of defiance.
.'Yes you did, though. I saw you take

them, and I followed you to the place
where you pawned them.
"No, you never saw me," returned the

little girl with frightened emphasis and a

look of mental disquiet that left no doubt
In the Captain's mind. Nevertheless, as

there seemed to be no o.ne else about the
premises who would look out for the little
girl's charges, and as the Captain is a

good-hearted man, he decided not to arrest
her then, but contented himself with post¬
ing an officer at the door to keep her under
surveillance till the parents should return.

MADE A DASH FOB UBEIITY.
Mary, however, was not going to be

captured by. the police If she knew her-
< self and at the first opportunity made

a break out and down the street. Detec¬
tive Dooley caught her after she had run

a block and took her to the station house.
'/hen Johnnie was sent for, 'and brought

in from school, and the Captain had both
of them for three hours In his private of¬
fice. For most of that time the official was

putting questions and the children were

sitting on the sofa with their eyes down¬
cast, steadfastly keeping their mouths shut
and refusing answers. Finally they broke
down and sobbed out a confession.
Miry said she had first learned how to steal

from a little girl named Moena Hart, that
used to go to school with her when her
family were living In West Sixty-fourth
street, New York. This little girl and Mary
played truant one day and went out and
"held up" another little girl in a dark hall¬
way and stole her dress. Then they took
the dress to a pawnbroker and sold it for
fifteen cents and bought candy.
After she found how easy It was to get

nice accommodating people to change such
things as were easily stealable for good,
useful money, it was the temptation of her
life to lay hands on things. She didn't
recognize It, though, as a temptation exact¬
ly, but as a natural appetite.

BROTHER TOOK THE LION'S SHARE.
She had been assisted in most of her

thefts of late by her'brother, and as she
told her story it appeared that he had pos¬
sessed himself of most of the proceeds of
ijielr crimes. Every other day or so they
would go out to steal.
The pawnbrokers and second hand dealers

were very close fisted and never gave them
more than fifty cents on anything, even
euch bulky articles as baby carriages and
bicycles, but they were content with their
wages.
The parents went to talk with them very

often yesterday and were In court with
them. They were away from home all
day and didn't know what the children
might be "up to," they said. For several
months they had suspected the boy of bad
habits and meant to put him into the Pro¬
tectory, but had had difficulty in making
arrangements.
Some of the stolen things were found In

a pawnshop at Grove and Bay streets.
This was followed, yesterday morning, by
the atrest of Antonio Kolfeski, of No. 189
Bay street; John Webster, of No. 19 Erie
street, and Mrs. Mary McKinnon, of No.
373 Grove street, on charges of receiving
tolen property. Captain Kelly said there <

Brother and Sister, Gonfessed Partners in Theft.
John and Mary Timothy.the former eleven years old, the latter thirteen.

are in custody of the Jersey City authorities. The sister says she was

taught by another girl to steal, and that her brother joined with her In
committing robberies. Baby carriages were their favorite plunder, and

they waylaid little children and robbed them of their outer garments. They
pawned what they stole, and with th6 proceeds bought candy and went to

the theatres in Jersey City and New York.

was no suspicion against the Timothy chil¬
dren's parents.
Mamie attended to the Belling. She sal a

she and her brother bought clothes with
the proceeds of their stealing^ and saw

shows in New York and Jersey . itj.
Some of the people robbed by the chil¬

dren were Police Commissioner Feeney,
who lost rugs and mats from his home at
No.-2T4 Ninth street; Robert McTuerny,
of No. 200 Pavonia avenue, carpet stolen;
Mrs. Kelleher, No. 358 Grove street, baby
carriage stolen; Mrs. Baldwin, No. 165
Pavonia avenue, baby carriage; Mrs. Sey-
bold, No. 219 Seventh street, baby car¬

riage. The bicycle and a lot of lire wood in
bundles were stolen from the house at >>o.
276 Ninth street. The little thieves went
afterTthe bicycle, and seeing the wood de¬
posited in the yard while they were on

that errand, came back afterward to ap¬
propriate It also.
Justice Potts decided to adjourn the

further examination of tt^e children and
the alleged receivers of the goods stolen,
excepting John Webster, whom he dis¬
charged until to-day, when more evidence
may be forthcoming.
The brother and sister were committed

to the Third Precinct Police Station, where
there Is a woman's prison. Bail In their
ease has bedn fixed at $200 each. Their
parents'are podr and unable to furnish the
amount. Webster, Mrs.. McKinnon and
Kolfeski were also held fot the Grand
J ury.

The youngest prisoner. In Raymond Street
Jail, and probably the toughest specimen of
"Young America", in Brooklyn Is ele\ en-

year-old Johnnie Daly. He has during his
short career in the. City of Churches served
four terms in the Truants' Home, was

committed once to St. John's Home, and,
in addition, has been arrested for petty
thieving eight times.
His latest escapade was to successfully

hold up' a boy nearly a year older than
himself In Fort Gretene Park, and making
away with an elaborate gold scarfpin. The
pin was afterward found In his shoe.
At the rooms of the Brooklyn Society for

the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
Agent Frank Falk said he had known
Johnnie for the past six years, and he had
made a precarious living as a newsboy and
"crap shooter" along Washington street
and in the' neighborhood of the City Hall.
The youthful bandit wasa chronlc cigarette
smoker, and although but a trifle more
than three feet in height, had established
an enviable reputation as a fighter.
Agent Falk further stated that the toy

was sent to the Raymond Street Jail for
the reason that the Brooklyn society had
no authority to keep a known criminal or a
boy with defined criminal tendencies
among the children intrusted to their care
Johnnie was seen at the jail late jester-

dav afternoon and admitted taking the pin,
but said that the whole transaction. v, as a

joke and that he had been dared to take
the lewelry by some other boys.

Fort' Greene Park, where the juvenile
highwayman robbed the boy, is
on three sides with the tenement districts
Raymond Street Jail, the Brooklyn City
Hospital and the Morgue, while on the
eastern side of the Park Is the swell neigh¬
borhood from which the youthful victim
came when Johnnie ty?ld him up.

Two Abandoned Girl Babies.
Two foundlings were picked up last even¬

ing, and both were taken to Bellevue Hos¬
pital. They were girls. One was found in
the hallway at No: 306 East' One Hundred
and Second street. This baby was about
three weeks old. and Its clothing was neat
and of good finality. The, other baby,
which made up In prettlness what it Jackedin fine raiment, was also discovered in a
hallway, at No. 134 East Twelfth street.
Its age was about four weeks.

KATAHD1N RUNS TO SEA.
The New Ram Makes a Splendid Showing

on the First of Her Final
Trial Trips.

New London, Conn., April 7..The trial
board appointed by Secretary Herbert to
make a final Inspection of the ram Katahdin
were on board the vessel at an early hour
this morning, and she steamed out of the
harbor at 6:30 o'clock for her twelve-hour
run to sea. The ram was headed straight
across Long Island Sound, through The Race
and out Into the Atlantic Ocean, a distance
of about eighty miles.
The trial to-day was for the purpose of as¬

certaining whether there was any weakness
In the construction or defect In the work¬
manship or materials in the vessel.
A head wind, blowing from the northeast,

dashed spray high over the ram's deck on
the outward trip, and an-occasional snow

squall was encountered. The ram was run

under natural draught only, the engines
making about 113 revolutions per minute.
At 10 o'clock the hour test ordered under
natural draught was begun, and the Ka¬
tahdin was run at full speed until 11:80
o'clock, the propellers averaging 115 revolu¬
tions and driving the ram through the moun¬

tainous waves at a thlrteen-knot speed. The
sea poured over the curved bow of the ram
in volumes, making a grand sight to those
who were fortunate enough to be spectators
on the superstructure.
The return trip was not so rough, and

v- was reached it we& f^unrt
din was over a half-hour

-a The machinery was run

slower and a detouif was made over to the
eastern end of the course upon which the
craft will have her final speed trial next
Thursday. She arrived In port about 6:45,
and the board are entlfusiastic in praise of
the ram's behavior and her machinery. Dur¬
ing the trial the Shroeder six-pound rapid-
fire guns were tested and worked to perfec¬
tion, throwing the conical balls far out to
sea.
"Man overboard!" was shouted as the ram

came up the harbor, and a boat was Instant¬
ly manned and lowered, and the crew were

rapidly pulling for a buoy which was thrown
overboard by one of the officers on the trial
board.
The Katahdin will have her boilers and

machinery thoroughly overhauled by her
crew to-morrow, in anticipation of the next

speed tribl. which will be from Saybrook
Light, thirty-six miles to westeward, on

Long Island Sound. This trial will be under
forced draught, as upon her previous speed
test In October last, and it is expected that
the ram will make a better record than at
that time, which was 16.11. under very un¬

favorable conditions.
The trial board Is composed of Captain

Albert. Kautz. president; Medical Inspector
Van Reypen, Pay Inspector Arthur Burtls,
Commodore R. B. Bradford. Chief Engineer
R. W. Mllligan. Assistant Naval Constructor
Hibbs and Lieutenant Tapper, recorder.

HER CORSET SAVED HER.

Bullet Fired by an Unknown Person Strikes
a Girl Without Injuring Her.

If Kate Rafferty, a servant girl, twenty-
four years of age, who is employed In the
family of William Byrne, at No. 328 East
Thirty-third street, had not been wearing
corsets while washing the front windows
yesterday afternoon she might not be alive

to-day. Somebody, it is not known who,
discharged a pistol either In the street or

from some neighboring house and the bul¬
let struck the steel of the girl's corset on
the left side. Her flesh was bruised, but
she was not severely hurt. Detectives are
looking for the person who fired the shot.

NEW GOVERNMENT RAM KATAHDIN.
She was given another trial trip yesterday, eighty miles to sea, to ascertain if any weakness of construction or materia1 existed. The little craft

behaved nobly in the face of a strong head wind and sea, and pounded aiong at a thirteen-knot gait. The Naval Board in attendance was enthusi¬
astic over the ship's behavior. She will be given a final speed trial to-morrow, a,n<l is expected to do even better than sixt' jn knots.

EXPOSES ALLEGED FRAUD,
Rev. Dr. Lanahan Issues His Pamphlet

Against the Methodist Book
Concern.

Rev. Dr. John Lanahan's pamphlet, enti¬
tled "The Era of Frauds In the Methodist
Boob Concern at New York," was Issued
yesterday In Baltimore, and largely sought
by those Interested In the sweeping and
startling accusations brought against the
late local managers in this city.
Dr. Lanahan speaks in his work of the

slanders with which he was assailed when
he first made his charges during his term
of office as agent, and of his twice being
thrown into jail for maligning the officers
of the Concern.
"Four at least cf the official papers of

the Church," he says, "every week held
me up to public reproach."
He says he is now determined to fully

vindicate himself, and prove to the whole
Methodist world that his charges were jus¬
tifiable and absolutely true.
He tells of the three big oil companies

which, when he took the office of assistant
agent, were run and capitalized by the
head and employees of the Book Concern,
presumably on the Church's money. He also
tells how he privately kept detailed ac¬
counts of their finances during the four

MORTON MEN TURN
TO GENERAL HARRISON,

They Despair of Getting the Gov¬
ernor Nominated and Want

to Beat McKinley.
The Ex-President's Boom Is, as Be¬

lieved by Them, on the Eve
of Being Launched.

DECOY OR BONA FIDE CANDIDATE?

Piatt Men, as Distinguished from Morton
Men, Do Not Think the Fx-President

Would Lend Himstlf to a

Political Conspiracy.
Albany, April 7..The belief that there Is

a coolness between Mr. Piatt and Governor
Morton because of the latter's refusal to
continue to squandor money on State Chair¬
man's Hackett's bureau was strengthened
to-day. Many of the Piatt men showed
their feeling, and hinted their knowledge of
the situation by declaring that the sums

Mr. Morton gave to push his Presidential
canvass had been greatly over-estimated.
The Morton men, srrange to say, began

has just returned from New York, where
he attended the Harrison-DImmick wed¬
ding and talked with General Harrison.
Harrison's boom is expected by some to

be formally launched at any time. If it
does come, the question will be as to
whether it is launched in good faith for
Harrison or is sprung merely for cutting
down the number of McKinley delegates.
All sorts of diplomacy would be Involved
in such a movement. The Piatt men here
are confident that Harrison would not
throw himself in the breach at the sug¬
gestion of the politicians manipulating the
field.
Messrs. Clarkson, Quay and Piatt are

hostile to General Harrison, and if Har¬
rison's boom were to be in the nature of a

decoy it is not thought likely that the
General would wish his enemies to profit.
For that reason the Piatt men are In¬
clined to think that if Mr. Harrison comes

out he will come out as a bona fide candi¬
date. They are also inclined to think
that, if General Harrison's friends are

trying to give the impression that he
would come into the field only to help Mor¬
ton or some other candidate, the General'3
friends are deceiving the Morton men.

H. O. ARMOUR'S VIEWS.
Another significant statement concerning

the Presidential question was made by H.
O. Armour, of Chicago, who was a visitor
at the Capitol during the session to-day.
He said that the sentiment for McKinley
was growing tremendously all over the
country, but admitted that Harrison's entry
in the race would beat McKinley. In his
opinion the people vant the champion of
protection for their candidate. Even where
the sentiment has been suppressed by polit¬
ical leaders he believes that it will break
out again in the course of time with in¬
creased vigor.
When asked if he saw any way in which

McKinley cou,ld be defeated in spite of the
popular feeling, Mr. Armour said frankly
that the only way seemed to him to be to

I JViuue
John White-* Stuart chanson1

DALY AN "OLD" OFFENDER, WHITE IS AGCUSED OF WAYLAYING THE OTHER TWO.
Willie Stadden and Stuart Cranson were assaulted by two other boys, who knocked them down. One of the

assailants, who they say was John White, took a pocketbook from one of them from which he secured a single cent.

The boy accused is thirteen years old. Johnny Daly is eleven years old, and known to the Brooklyn police as a

criminal. His last offence was the holding- up of another boy and robbing: him of a scarfpin. He has been ar¬

rested for theft eight times and has served four terms in the Truants' Home.

years of his office, and can prove his state¬
ments to be correct.
Dr. Lanahan has for the past four rears

been compiling his book, and its publica¬
tion will cause little less than a sensation
among all classes in the Methodist Church.

MIDGLEY IS ACQUITTED.
No Evidence that He M issappropriated

$21,000, and Judge Newburger
Orders Such a Finding.

William E. Mldgley, president of the
American Casualty and Insurance Com¬
pany and vice-president of the late corpora¬
tion of Beecher, Schenck & Co., was ac¬

quitted yesterday of the charge of wrong¬
fully converting $21,000 in favor of the
American Steam Boiler Insurance Company,
of which he was also president.
The case was before Judge Newburger

and a jury in Part II.. General Sessions.
Assistant Dltsrlct-Attorneys Weeks and
Randolph B. Martini were for the people
and Francis L. Wellman and William C.
Beecher appeared for the defendant.
David M. Carvalho, the writing expert,

was called to endeavor to show that an
indorsement on the back of a duplicate
check for $21,000, drawn on May 1, 1893,
and which had been returned, had been
tampered with. But there was nothing ad¬
duced to connect Mr. Mldgley with the
matter in any way.
The worst said against him was by Mr.

Schenck, who declared Mr. Midgley was
careless about: attaching his signature to
documents.
After the case had occupied six hours

Judge Newburger said he failed to see
that the prosecution had established a
case and ordered the Jury to render a
verdict for the defendant.
There Is another charge against Mr.

Midgley of misdemeanor in connection with
Beecher, Schenck <fc Co.'s affairs, which
will probably never be tried.

Sara the Police Are Hounding Him.
Bruno Gottschalk,' alias William Mendell,

the ex-convlct accused of selling a forged
steamship ticket to Pauline Haussman, of
No. 12 East One Hundred and Eleventh
street for $30, was held for trial in Essex
Market Police Court yesterday. He told
Magistrate Cornell that. the police were
hounding him simply because he was an ex-
convlct.

talking to-day about Harrison. One of the

Republican leaders from up the State voiced
the sentiments of many persons when he
said:
"Harrison Is really the man. He's going

to be nominated. When he comes out
openly and squarely'for the nomination af¬
ter he has been sufficiently Importuned by
his friends to do so, he will sweep the
country. McKlnley wont be one, two,
three."
"How about Morton?" lie was asked.
"He does not seem, to take in any other

State," replied the Morton man. "He'd
be a good man. Hq'd make a good Presi¬
dent, but nobody outside of this State
seems to think so. What's the matter
with the old ticket, Harrison and Morton?
I don't believe the Democrats could beat
that."

ANYTHING TO BEAT M'KINLEY.
These two conversations are Interesting

as showing the real sentiment of the Re¬
publican politicians. The Piatt men are

undoubtedly angry because they cannot
get hold of more of the Governor's money
for canvassing purposes. They favor Reed
at heart, but are willing to take almost
anybody but Harrison and McKlnley.
The Morton men, and a distinction must

be made between the Piatt men and the
Morton men, are talking Harrison for one
of two reasons. They have come to the
conclusion that either there is no chance
to secure Morton's nomination and are

willing to see the old ticket nominated, or

are anxious to push the Harrison boom
along for the purpose of detracting from
McKlnley and making the field larger. The
latter view is probably the correct one.

The Morton man, quoted as above, is sin¬
cerely for the Governor for the Presiden¬
tial nomination and there Is no doubt that
Mr. Morton means his declaration to the
effect that he will under no circumstances
accept second place on the ticket. The
theory advanced here to-day is that an

understanding has been reached between
Messrs. Harrison and Morton relative to
the contest. Color is given to this theory
because of the fact that Governor Morton

take Indiana from under McKlnley, In
which case the logical candidate would, of
course, be ex-President Harrison. In all
his experience with men, he said, he had
never before seen such a general uprising
among the people without regard for local¬
ity as was now going on for McKlnley. If
he were a betting man at the present mo¬

ment he would be inclined to plunge on

McKlnley, he said, but the easy possibility
of a sudden change in the situation by tho
loss of a critical State he recognized and
admitted.

SCHOOLBOY HIGHWAYMEN
Two Juvenile Jack Shepards Hold Up

Two Other Boys and Secure
a Penny as Booty.

Things were the reverse of dull in the
immediate neighborhood of Forty-fourth
street and Seventh avenue Monday night.
Two schoolboys held up two other school¬
boys on the pavement directls in front of
the Hotel Gerard. After a desperate
struggle the juvenile Jack Shepards cap¬
tured a purse from one of their victims.
The purse contained a single penny, but
the boy who owned that penny had one of
the robbers arrested, and is satisfied.
The boys who were held up are Willie

Stadden, a thirteen-year-old schoolboy, who
lives with his people at No. 245 West
Thirty-seventh street, and Stuart Cranson,
who is only ten years old, and lives, in the
same house with Willie.
One of the two boys who, it is alleged, did

the holding up is Johnny White. Johnny
lives with his mother at No, 323 West
Forty-third street, and divides his time
between going to school and doing odd jobs.
He»is thirteen. His mother is a widow.
Johnny had this to say ubout the robbery
yesterday:
"I was coming through Forty-fourth

street last night, and just in front of the
Gerard Hotel a lot of fellows came up and
tried to hold me up. The Stadden boy and
another boy came out of the hotel, and
some of the boys threw them down and
took the pocketbook. Then they opened it
and took out the cent. Then they handed
me the pocketbook, but I wouldn't take it,
and I gave it to the boy who owned it."
Johnny's mother said he was a good boy,

although a trifle wild at times. She is a
hard-working woman.
The boys who were held up tell quite

another story. Willie Stadden says that
his mother, who is a laundress, sent him to
the Gerard Hotel for a bundle of laundry.
Little Stuart Cranson went with him. He
says that when they met Johnny White
and another boy, Johnny told them he
wanted everything they had in their
pockets. They refused and were promptly
knocked down and searched.
"That White boy," said Willie, "took the

pocketbook."
Stuart Cranson verified Willie, and said

he saved his new penknife by slipping it
in his stocking.
In the Yorkville Court Magistrate Deuel

said he would give Johnny another chance
and told the boy to go home with his
mother.

FOUND DEAD BY HIS FRIEND.

The Body of a Rivington Street Suicide
Undiscovered for Twenty-four Hours.
Frederick Albrecht, aged forty-eight, a

widower, living at No. 337 Rivington
street, was found dead in his apartments
last night, having committed suicide by
hanging himself to a transom. Although
Albrecht had four daughters he had since
his wife died three years ago been living
alone. .

Yesterday a friend of Albrecht's named
Hetley called to see him. Receiving no
answer to his repeated knocking for admis¬
sion, the visitor, who feared that some¬
thing was wrong, called a policeman. The
door was forced open and Albrecht's body
was discovered hanging in the doorway be¬
tween the kitchen and the bedroom by a

rope, which had been thrown over tho
transom. He had evidently been dead foi
twenty-four hours.
Tn one of his pockets was found a lettei

giving directions as to his funeral.

J, ELLIOTT SMITH ^
RELIEVED OF DIE

Suspended from His Placa Ml

Superintendent of Fira
Alarm .Telegraph,

Two Commissioners Express fTitf
Opinion That He Has Been

Careless or Worse.
.

_

GROSS FRAUD BROADLY HINTED A"f»

Mr. Shtffield Alon® In His Defanca of th»
Accused Official.Extravagant Pric«s

Paid and Favoritism Sh#wn,
It Is Alleged.

J. Elliott Smith, superintendent of tha
Bureau of Fire Alarm Telegraph, was sus¬

pended from his position yesterday by the
Board of Fire Commlsloners, pending trial.
An investigation into the methods of Su¬

perintendent Smith's department was be¬
gun nearly a year ago. An electrical ex¬

pert, Edward A. Calahan, was appointed
to conduct the Investigation, and from
time to time he has submitted reports to
the Board. The Commissioners decided
to submit their individual opinions in writ¬
ing at yestrday's meeting, without previous
consultation as to what the opinions were
to be, and then to take final action. Com¬
missioner Sheffield's opinion was a defence
of Superintendent Smith. He claimed that
the charges of carelessness or dishonesty
had not been proved; that Smith had shown
skill, ability and honesty, and that he had
a record of twenty-three years of efficient
service in the department.
Commissioner Ford submitted an opinion

that was a strong arraignment of the su-I
perlntendent and his methods. He asserted
that the city lost $236,000 through misman¬
agement of the laying of the underground
cable, and that Mr. Smith made his specifi¬
cations for that work in such a way that
he was enabled to give a monopoly of it to
the Standard Underground Cable Company
and Frederick Pearce. He claimed, too,
that the superintendent purchased from
Pearce supplies at extravagant prices
through fraud or Incompetence.
"In some of the most Important cases,

continues the report, "the only, records la
his department are some typewritten sheets
recently pasted In a scrap book and fur¬
nished by the Standard Underground Cable
Company. The evidence shows that our

department has been paying hundreds of
thousands of dollars to that company, and ,

that the Fire Department has no records of
this work, except those which have been
furnished by this very contracting company '

whose exorbitant charges we have been in¬
vestigating."
Commissioner La Grange also submitted

an opinion containing most serious chargea.
He claimed that the Supe rlntendent had
been careless and Inefficient, or else had
been influenced by corrupt motives. In pay¬
ing exorbitant prices for supplies and In
certifying exorbitant bills as being correct.
He, like Commissioner Ford, believes that
the dealings with the Underground C&bl#
Company show either Ignorance or corrup¬
tion, Slid £r6 totally indefensible. Hf
stated, too, that the imperfect condition 01
the fire boxes showed the incompetency o'
Smith's department, for within a period ol
twenty months seventy-six boxes worked
imperfectly when pulled for actual fires,
while within the same period 228 more
were found to be out of order when tested.
Commissioner Ford moved that formal

charges be preferred against Superinten¬
dent Smith; that he be placed on trial;
that he be forthwith suspended from duty
pending the result of the trial, and that
Chief Operator, George Farrell be tem¬
porarily placed in charge of the bureau.
This resolution was adopted, Commissioners x
La Grange and Ford voting aye.
At the suggestion of Commissioner

La Grange, It was decided to at once have
a couple of the most efficient men added to
the force for Inspection of fire boxes, and
to have a commissioner of accounts sent
to fire department headquarters to exam*
ine into the accounts of the department.
Iieceipt was also acknowledged of the

following additional donations for the fund
that is being raised to send a company of
firemen to take part in the competitive
exhibition at London: Howard Gould, $500jJohn W, Mackay, $500: John T. Crlmmlns,$100. The oCmmlssloners then adjourned,to meet again this forenoon.

Plumpness is prosper¬
ity, good nature, hap¬
piness. It is not to
shiver with every cold
breeze; it is defense
against coughs, shelter
from Neuralgia, shield
against nervous pros¬
tration; better than all
-.security from germs
of Consumption and
an escape from a thou-i
sand aches and pains
which cling to a poorly
nourished body. Scott's
Emulsion of Cod-liver
Oil with Hypophos-
phites will make thin
people not over-fat, but
plump. Itsmoothesout
the wrinkles and brings
the dimples back.
A LITTLE Smarter in Style,
A LITTLE Better in Quality,
A GREAT Deal Lower in Price.
NIcCANN'S SPRING HATS,

aiO Bowery, near Spring St.

MAJORS CEMENT


